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I. INTRODUCTION

Despite California's longstanding reputation as a diverse state, significant 
racial disparities persist in healthcare, intergenerational poverty, housing, 
and employment opportunities. The Agenda for California: An African

American Perspective provides policy priorities that are viable, scalable, 
and evidence-based. Together they can help raise California to equitable 
levels of access to the California Dream. 

California has the fifth largest Black population in the United States with 
an estimated 2.6 million people who identify as Black.' This agenda 
acknowledges the complex connections between structural risk factors 
that originate in racism, sexism, poverty, and geographic inequalities. 
Recognizing the power of institutional disinvestment and the need for bold 
action helps to identify and address the connections between child poverty, 
limited educational success, and access to healthcare, housing, and safe 

neighborhoods. 

The Agenda for California: An African-American Perspective outlines 
both broad policy approaches and concrete proposals for seven policy 

areas: 

l. Healthcare;
2. Ending Childhood Poverty;
3. Early Childhood Education;
4. Fighting Homelessness;
5. Redevelopment and Economic Development;
6. Census & Redistricting; and

7. Justice Reform.

The policy recommendations discussed here are grounded in evidence 
and recommended by experts in each of the respective policy areas. 
Recommendations can be sorted into three general categories: 

-
--

1 Campaign for College Education Opportunity (2019) State of Higher Education for Black 
Californians Report. https:l/documentcloud.adobe.comllink/track?uri=-urn:aaid:scds:US:Ofb74d02-
8720-497e-aa3c•9abb5dd3a42a last accessed May 3, 2019. 

A. Diagnostic recommendations address either data limitations
or assess needs. They require a short-term investment to bring
additional responsibilities online but will ultimately produce more
effective long-term solutions.

B. Services-related recommendations address a non-economic need
that can amplify outcomes. Economic security recommendations
support long-term financial security for vulnerable populations.

C. Economic security recommendations support long-term finanial
security for vulnerable populations.

Please see Section IV for a chart ofrecommendations that can be actualized 
in multiple policy areas. 

II. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Healthcare 

Ongoing racial disparities in health outcomes signify the challenge of 

living in a populous and high-cost state. African-Americans have the 
highest rates of heart disease, stroke and diabetes. In the area of maternal 
health, African-American women are 3-4 times more likely to die from 
pregnancy complications. They also report a lack of culturally competent 

prenatal and perinatal care from providers.2 Improving access to quality 
healthcare requires additional providers and expanded eligibility. 

The evidence-based healthcare recommendations within the Agenda are 
comprised of five areas that will benefit all Californians, including a 
critical mass of African-Americans: 

• 

• 

• 

Collect data and report on health status and access by race and ethnicity 
Expand the number of people of color in the healthcare workforce 
Increase Medi-Cal funding and reimbursement to improve 
participation, access, and quality 
Expand and integrate behavioral healthcare with physical healthcare 
Increase coverage and affordability 

Endine Childhood Poverty 

Strategic disruption of intergenerational poverty for a quarter million 

Black children living in severe poverty requires an approach that 

2 Co-Cmliouo Oasis, A Ni::w Cpo,tn,t fQ< Care of Afrlqn-Arw:riqn Mo11xu. Accessed April 11, 2019. 
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IV. CROSS -SECTIONAL POLICY RECOMMENDATION

CHART

Table of Cross-Sectoral Policy Recommendations• 

Policy Recommendation Early Ending Health-Care 
TYPE Childhood Child 

Education Poverty 

DIAGNOSTIC 

Collect and report data that is race/ X 

ethnicity- specific 

SERVICE-RELATED 

Ensure that systems are designed X 

with end-users in mind by providing 
opportunities for leadership that mirrors 
the client population 

Implement strategies to increase contact X X X 

visiting between children and their 
incarcerated parents that give kids the 
chance to touch and hug their parents 

-

Provide trauma informed programs X X 

focused on helping children and adults 
heal from trauma 

Ensure developmental screenings and X. X X 

follow-up to every child in the child 
welfare system 

Integrate the funding and delivery of X X 

behavioral and physical health care in the 
Medi-Cal program; promote co-location of 
services 

ECONOMIC SECURITY 

Increase the number of people of color in X X 

the healthcare workforce 

Prioritize parents living in poverty and X 

justice-involved individuals for workforce 
and training programs 

Fund supportive services for low-income X 

workforce and education program 
participants 

50 Several recommendations are identified as particularly promising because of their potential 
impact across sectors. For example, recent funding proposals to revamp regional housing planning 
and commitments to build 3.5 million new housing units open a tremendous opportunity to address 
California's housing crisis. 

Fighting Redevelopment and Census and Justice Reform 
Homelessness Economic Development Redistricting 

X X X 

X X X. 

-

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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